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Open Educational Resources 
(OER) are teaching, learning 
or research materials that are 
in the public domain or 
released with intellectual 
property licenses that 
facilitate the free use, 
adaptation and distribution or 
resources.
UNESCO (2018). Open Educational Resources. Retrieved from https://en.unesco.org/themes/ict-

education/oer

Open Educational Resources (OER)



2012 Paris OER Declaration
Sustainable Development Goals 2030

By MariaGershuni - Own work, Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=52672594



Another OER definition:

Open Educational Resources are teaching, 
learning and research materials in any medium –
digital or otherwise – that reside in the public 
domain or have been released under an open 
license that permits no-cost access, use, 
adaptation and redistribution by others with no 
or limited restrictions.
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation (2019). OER Defined. Retrieved from https://hewlett.org/strategy/open-
educational-resources/

https://hewlett.org/strategy/open-educational-resources/


Creative Commons Licenses

Under current Canadian Copyright law, you have copyright as soon as 
you create something ( i.e. no need to “apply”) for copyright.

Creative Commons Licenses provide the future user of your content to 
know in advance, what copyright permissions you have retained as the 
creator, through the CC license you select. The creator through the 
license selected determines the type of reuse permitted.



Some rights reserved

Attribution

ShareAlike
Non-commercial

No derivatives
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Open pedagogy

Hegarty, B. (2015). Attributes of open pedagogy: A model for using open educational resources. Educational Technology, 3-13.

http://bolt.athabascau.ca/index.php/oer/multiply-k-12-alberta-oer-project/


Benefits of OER

• Access

• Reuse: Savings & Efficiency 

• Speed & Immediacy

• Retain & Redistribute - Sharing 

• Revise & Remix - Republishing

• Individualization

• Multiple Channels/platforms

• Multiple Versions, Same 
Concept

• Learner Generated Content

• Wisdom of Crowds – Online 
Collaborations

• Informal & Formal Learning

• Archives

• Digital Collaborations



Access

⚫ High quality content
⚫ Additional learning resources

⚫ Supplemental materials
⚫ Mobile devices 



Reuse: Savings and 
Efficiency 

marginal cost and effort in making copies and 
distributing online



Speed & Immediacy



Retain & Redistribute: 

Sharing



Revise & Remix: 

Republishing



Changing OER
• Adapting – multiple contexts

• Extracting – remove content

• Localizing  – change to suit learners

• Translating  - other languages

• Mixing – a new resource

• Reuse/Revise/Remix
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Individualisation
No one-size-fits-all textbook or curriculum



OER: Course or Unit 
Assembly
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https://teachonline.ca/tools-trends/making-most-open-educational-resources-oers/open-educational-resources-video-primer


Multiple 
Channels/Platforms

Conole, G. (2008)



Multiple Versions Same 
Concept



Learner-generated Content

⚫ new ways of co-constructing ideas 
⚫ knowledge created and shared

(Conole, 2008)



Informal & Formal Learning

Bridge the gap  by increasing access
Personal interest & independent learning  



Wisdom of Crowds 

(Peers)



Archives & Repositories

OER can provide a web-based, viewable, 

re-usable record of quality educational 

materials e.g. OER Commons



Digital Collaborations

OER are 

essential







Questions?


