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HELLO THERE!
I’M SARAH HAMMERSHAIMB
Educator. Librarian. Student. Dreamer.
Passionate about fostering creativity and community. 

You can find me at: @s_hammershaimb
s.hammershaimb@gmail.com
Sarahhammershaimb.com



AGENDA

o Introduction
o Openness in the library
o Openness in the classroom
o Openness as a student
o Questions
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Background and work experiencesOpenness in the libraryOpenness in the classroomOpenness as a studentQuestions. 



ABOUT ME
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Images here that go with me...



MY FAMILY
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Images here that go with me...



SOME OF MY FAVORITE THINGS...
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Images here that go with me...



MY STORY

How did I get to be where I am?
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Presentation Notes
My story is unique because I have had experience as a public librarian, classroom teacher and teacher librarian. I have a masters degree in library and information sciences (obtained via distance) and am working on an Ed D in distance education.



MY TIMELINE
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2 sentences on timelineMaster’s degree in library and information sciences - University of Illinois, Urbana Champaign	Online/hybrid program Classroom teacherGrad schoolPublic librarianTeacher librarianPublic librarian and graduate studentTeacher librarian and graduate student
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Chicago - where I grew upWhere I became a librarianWhere I began teaching
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DenverWhere I live nowWhere I work as a teacher librarian



DEFINITIONS
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Lots of open in the next few minutesSet definitionsOpenness - according to xOpen Education - according to xOERs - according to xOEPs - according to x



OPEN

4 R’s
o Reuse
o Revise
o Remix
o Redistribute

5th R
o Retain

(Weller, 2014; Wiley, 2010; Wiley, 2014))

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Point - there is no real definitionJust grades or an umbrella term.4Rs of ReuseReuse - the right to reuse the content in its unaltered/verbatim formatRevise - the right to adapt, adjust, modify or alter the content itselfRemix - the right to combine the original or revised content with other content to create something newRedistribute - the right to share copies of the original content, your revision or your remixes with others5th R (added in 2014)Retain - the right to make, own and control copies of the content



Teaching, learning and research materials in 
any medium - digital or otherwise - that reside 
in the public domain or have been released 
under an open license that permits no-cost 
access, use, adaptation and redistribution by 
others with no or limited restrictions. 

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES (OERs)

(UNESCO, 2012, para. 1)
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Presentation Notes
UNESCO, 2002The open provision of educational resources, enabled by information and communication technologies, for consultation, use and adaptation by a community of users for non-commercial purposes.OECDOpen Educational Resources are digitised materials offered freely and openly for educators, students and self-learners to use and re-use for teaching, learning and research.Open Educational Resources (OER) are teaching, learning and research materials in any medium – digital or otherwise – that reside in the public domain or have been released under an open license that permits no-cost access, use, adaptation and redistribution by others with no or limited restrictions.From this website: https://en.unesco.org/themes/building-knowledge-societies/oerteaching,  learning  and  research  materials  in  any  medium,  digital  or  otherwise,thatreside in the public domain or have been released under an open license that permitsno-costaccess, use, adaptationand  redistribution  by  others  with  no  or  limited  restrictions.  Open  licensingis  built  within  the  existing  framework  ofintellectual property rights as defined by relevant international conventions and respectsthe authorship of the work



Open Educational Practices constitute the 
range of practices around the creation, use, 
and management of open educational 
resources with the intent to improve quality 
and innovate education.

(OPAL, 2011, p. 4)

OPEN EDUCATIONAL 
PRACTICES (OEPs)
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Presentation Notes
“Open Educational Practices (OEPs) constitute the range of practices around the creation, use, and management of open educational resources with the intent to improve quality and innovate education” (OPAL, 2011a, p. 4).What are open practices, and why are they important? How do they relate to OERs?	OERs are necessary for these practices to exist and be complete									



4 RULES OF OPEN EDUCATION

○ Freedom for educational pursuits
○ Importance of environment 
○ Individualized instruction & student interest
○ Values: Respect, student-autonomy and 

democratic classrooms

(Tunnell, 1975)
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Openness in education has been around for a long time (Certainly this century, but even has roots in Socrates) It’s a term that has many meanings. Wiley cautions us against using open unless any other work could work. (or is it weller???)Tunnell 1975freedom for educational pursuits by students; environments structured by teachers to promote student learning; individualized instruction that began with student interest; and respect for learners which promoted student-autonomy and democratic classrooms (Tunnell, 1975)



OPEN PEDAGOGY

o Participatory technology
o People, openness, trust
o Innovation & creativity
o Sharing ideas & resources

o Connected community
o Learner generated
o Reflective practice
o Peer review

(Hegarty, 2015)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Read points - sentence about each oneList pointsMake it like slide  in 2 columns - say in the white (slide 17) what they all are aboutTHIS WEBSITE IS REALLY GOOD https://www.yearofopen.org/april-open-perspective-what-is-open-pedagogy/MAKES USE OF OPEN CONTENT (WELLER 2014)



OPENNESS IN THE 
LIBRARY

How did I experience openness in the public 
library?



o Creative Commons
o Subject Headings
o Folksonomies
o Metadata
o OER

GRADUATE SCHOOL DAYS
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Library School experiences with openness
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1st Library Job



“You need to stop being gatekeepers 
and start being gate-openers

Seth Godin

(Bell, 2009)
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Seth Godin - “you need to stop being gatekeepers and start being gate-openers”Quoted in Bell, S. (2009). From gatekeepers to gate openers. American Libraries, Aug/Sept. 2009, 50-53. Retrieved from http://digital.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=52d13f2f-481d-4f96-9874-078f3f567e69Also this: http://dbl.lishost.org/blog/2009/10/16/from-gatekeepers-to-gate-openers/#.XEXxb89KjPBDo I need bullet points - what is a gatekeeper?			   What is a gate opener?
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What a gatekeeper looks like
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How I practiced opennessTopics based on patron interestCommunity craftingResources sourced from my digital network (and also in person network)Made materials freely accessible	Instructional sheets	Videos (Arm Knitting) Alas, I hosted the google site through my library account, and didn’t share it with my personal google account. So I no longer have access to this resource. Shows one of the issues around openness and resources  - where is it hosted, and how is access maintained. Also, how are the resources updated. In a library, physical items are periodically weeded - out-dated material is removed and new materials are purchased. How might this look in an open repository?	No Creative Commons Licensing, but the goal was to open access	Since materials were purchased with community funds, the materials were for community use. Kind of like those who work for the government (public libraries, public schools) having their work tied to an open license???



OPENNESS IN 
K-5 SCHOOLS

How do I experience openness the 
library/innovation center?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
My SchoolMy roles: Last year - STEM and LibraryThis year: STEM/Librarian/Innovation CoachWhat does this mean???Come alongside teachers and help them incorporate technology into their practices. Also thinking outside of the box. From Assignment 3Openness in K-12 education is a topic that is important to me, professionally. I have worked as an elementary school teacher for 9 years, 7 of which, I have been a teacher librarian. I also have experience working as a public librarian. As an educator, librarian and aunt, the intersection of learning and technology, especially for elementary school students, has been an area of interest for me. I have noticed an increase in the use of technology in educational settings, but am often unsure about how technology is applied. Baker III (2017) reminds us that technology is a tool, and as a tool, it can be used for learning. Like Baker III (2017), I believe that technology is not an end in itself. In working in elementary schools as a teacher librarian, I have found that one of my roles has been to come alongside teachers and coach them in their use of technology to fit the curriculum and learning needs of their students. Many of the applications of technology and research projects I have supported in elementary classrooms fall under the category of open educational practices. While I would not consider myself an open educator, I have reflected on the importance of these open practices including: student agency, authentic assignments, appropriate use of technology, technology as a tool, participatory pedagogy, innovation and creativity, and design thinking. 
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Examples of open pedagogy???STEM - I would create a problem - then I had kiddos come up with a problem from a scenario and design a way to solve it.	Student interest, student autonomy, Used materials that had high student interest - LegosOpen-ended questions, challenges, teamwork, creativity	Technology for networked learning, authentic audience (5th grade book trailers for school library)Technology - give kiddos instruction in a variety of technologies to build a toolkit - they can then decide which tool to use in order to reflect/demonstrate learningLoud, messy, lots of teacher reflection - need for student reflection (flipgrid as tool for reflection)Next step - inviting students to create learning curriculum, learning environment, what do you want to learn, how can we use this in the future, what does 



STATE OF OPENNESS IN COLORADO

o #GoOpen (National initiative)
o Open Educational Resources Council (2017)
o Local control of schools in Colorado
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In the 2017 session, the Colorado legislature passed and the Governor signed Senate Bill 17-258, which creates the Open Educational Resources Council. This statewide body is charged to develop a plan for resources to benefit college and K-12 students throughout Colorado.Recently approved HB 18-1331 directs the commission to continue the work and explore recommendations set forth by the OER Council. Part of the requirements of the new legislation call for the continuation of the Council in an advisory role with the Department.From here:



OPENNESS AS 
A STUDENT

How am I experiencing openness as a doctoral 
student? 
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FReading research around open educational resources has enlarged  my understanding of tools that students could use to authentically share their learning and that teachers could adapt to personalize curriculum for learners. However, I wondered about the lack of adoption of these resources. Why, if they were so beneficial, were they not used? My reading then took me in a direction of open educational practices and the pedagogies surrounding the incorporation of OERs.  I discovered that open educational practitioners often held a disruptive view of education, which was learner-centered and less focused on teacher control of learning. However, I had observed that in practice, elementary classrooms tended to prefer control of curriculum and student behavior. Even if I saw its benefits and believed in its methods, I wondered how openness could work in K-12 learning environments.Then, I began thinking about my role as a librarian. As a teacher librarian and public librarian, one of my purposes is to foster lifelong learning, which is a completely open practice. As a librarian, my job entails collaboration with all stakeholders. In a school setting, I collaborate with teachers, students, administrative staff, district personnel, and curate learning materials. Many of my teacher librarian colleagues are involved in similar activity. I began to wonder if teacher librarians might serve as the bridge for open resources and practices at their K-12 schools? As I considered research topics, I wanted to see if other teacher librarians who were utilizing OERs and OEPs shared experiences. What motivated them to begin involvement in open education? How did they use open resources and practices? What supported these teacher librarians in the use of OERs and OEPs? These queries led to the formation of the following research questions.



PROBLEM STATEMENT

Why aren’t OERs being utilized to their full 
potential in K-12 education?
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Presentation Notes
The problem being investigated through this research study is that in North America, open educational resources are not being utilized to their potential in the K-12 educational sector, despite state and national initiatives, rising costs in the publishing industry, and proven benefits such as personalization and differentiation of learning. As we have seen, barriers to the use of OERs exist, including awareness, access, evaluation, and time (Smith & Lee, 2017; Welz, 2017; Young, 2016). However, K-12 teacher librarians may be perfectly positioned to bridge the gap between OERs and OEPs, and fellow educators, as a result of their training and role (Welz, 2017). Why aren’t OERs being utilized to their potential in K-12 educational statements?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Maybe teacher librarians can be this bridge?Training, experiences, 



RESEARCH QUESTIONS

RQ 1: What is the lived experience of teacher 
librarians who are utilizing or fostering the use 
of OERs in their K-12 school settings?
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These are my working research questionsProblem statementWhat I’m looking to studyWhy?RQ1: What is the lived experience of teacher librarians in K-12 school settings who are utilizing or fostering the use of open educational resources in their teaching?



RESEARCH QUESTIONS

RQ 2: What practices, values, and motivations 
are shared by teacher librarians who use or 
facilitate the use of OERs in K-12 settings?
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Problem statementWhat I’m looking to studyWhy?RQ2: What practices, values and motivations are shared by teacher librarians in K-12 school settings who use open educational resources and practices for teaching?



RESEARCH QUESTIONS

RQ 3: What is the relationship, if any, between 
the use of OERs and OEPs by K-12 teacher 
librarians?
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Problem statementWhat I’m looking to studyWhy?RQ3: What is the relationship, if any, between the use of open educational resources and open educational practices by K-12 teacher librarians?



CURIOUS TO 
KNOW MORE?

You can contact me and find presentation resources at:
@s_hammershaimb
s.hammershaimb@gmail.com
Sarahhammershaimb.com
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If you or someone you know would like to be part of this study, or if you would like more information, I would LOVE to talk with you and further the conversation. Please contact me!

mailto:s.hammershaimb@gmail.com


ANY QUESTIONS?



THANK YOU!
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