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Where am I?

Washington TribesAtlas of the Pacific Northwest

http://www.k12.wa.us/OER/
http://pnwatlas.oregonstate.edu/


Washington K-12 OER Project

OER Awareness and Advocacy: increasing 
district awareness of OER and providing 
resources to locate, evaluate, adopt, and 
implement OER. 

OER Review and Development: working 
with districts to develop full-course or unit 
level OER aligned to learning standards.

OER Library Curation: maintaining a catalog 
of Washington-developed full courses and 
units aligned to Washington K-12 Learning 
Standards.

Washington K-12 OER Project

OSPI building | CC BY

<http://www.k12.wa.us/OER>

http://www.k12.wa.us/OER/


Awareness and Advocacy

OER Summits Open Policy

OER Grants



OER Quality Review
<http://www.k12.wa.us/OER/Library.aspx>

Reviewed OER Library

http://www.k12.wa.us/OER/Library.aspx


OER Collaborative
Development



OER Commons Washington Hub
<https://www.oercommons.org/hubs/Washington>

OER Commons  Washington Hub

https://www.oercommons.org/hubs/washington
http://www.oercommons.org/hubs/washington


OER Commons  Washington Hub

OER Commons Washington Hub - Groups
<https://www.oercommons.org/hubs/Washington>

http://www.oercommons.org/hubs/washington


Vision

To harness the potential of OER to legally share resources 
widely - promoting equitable access to standards-
aligned, quality instructional materials and reducing 
duplication of efforts.



Successes



More districts are beginning to adopt OER
Content Area Course Grade Band

OER or 
District 

Curated*

Districts 
Reporting Percent

ELA Reading Elementary 21 73 29%
ELA Writing Elementary 14 72 19%
ELA ELA Middle 5 52 10%
ELA ELA High 7 49 14%
Mathematics Mathematics Elementary 20 83 24%
Mathematics Mathematics Middle 19 68 28%
Mathematics Integrated High 1 5 20%
Mathematics Algebra 1 High 5 59 8%
Mathematics Geometry High 5 59 8%
Mathematics Algebra 2 High 5 59 8%

Results from a pilot, voluntary survey of 90 districts in 2017



Some of the highest-rated core instructional 
materials available are openly licensed

EdReports

https://edreports.org/


Washington State School Directors’ Policy
<https://www.wssda.org/PolicyLegal/FeaturedPolicies.aspx>

A wide variety of free, high quality 
instructional content is available from 
supplemental to core instructional 
materials. District staff are encouraged to 
consider OER when selecting instructional 
materials. OER are subject to the same 
selection and adoption procedures as 
other instructional materials outlined in 
this document. 

2020/2020P Course Design, Selection and Adoption of 
Instructional Materials

WSSDA Featured Policies

https://www.wssda.org/PolicyLegal/FeaturedPolicies.aspx


Challenges

Rhino by Chris Ingrassia – CC BY

https://www.flickr.com/photos/andryone/445146663/in/photostream/


Beware the 
glamour of free
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https://pixabay.com/en/sunglasses-candlestick-590061/
https://pixabay.com/en/users/Sponchia-443272/
https://pixabay.com/en/service/terms/#usage


OER brings up 
conversions 
about many 
other issues 
involving 
instructional 
materials.

Photo by Mihai Surdu on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/photos/8H9ph_Jp3hA?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Wide-scale 
sharing takes 

work

Photo by Elaine Casap on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/photos/qgHGDbbSNm8?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Lessons Learned



Start small

Photo by Glen Carrie on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/photos/6-XmguXtoVE?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Careful what 
you ask for...

Be prepared 
with resources 
and support!

Photo by twintiger007 | CC BY

https://www.flickr.com/photos/51792270@N03/24103658301
https://www.flickr.com/photos/51792270@N03/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


Get buy-in 
from all 
stakeholders 
and build a 
team of 
champions.

The team by Uitleg & tekst | CC BY

https://www.flickr.com/photos/26073928@N03/2452304492/in/photolist-4JGGFW-4brTxq-9jqrzr-8PUGQ6-uCB6K-7cQ9nb-4BsLmy-4BowAD-6npxVK-bjvn7P-eT8EtJ-BnHamR-nAPRuZ-3aUmju-z23MP-4x9Tm-4E316f-63PFke-etr9e-etr9f-Ftn25-bjwpbt-oLSChf-qavtwG-JavoQ-d2A9zQ-kW7BFz-cPZf7Y-7zDRZa-4AwHno-7dJBgb-nqw5FJ-7TsK7A-3MADEJ-riswM6-as3e5j-dVuccp-9qEQSV-e96RhL-fSuWsn-8TJzKy-8mXRhs-68rJH4-a7YyzM-a1PB9Y-fStwrN-fSuzrL-cJ5q2N-nE3chU-5kaEda
https://www.flickr.com/photos/26073928@N03/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


Voices from the 
field carry
more weight

Photo by Jordan McQueen | Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/photos/1vsFPX_DLTM?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Contact Information

@waOSPI_OER

barbara.soots@k12.wa.us

OER Project Website

Sign up for newsletter

@

barbara.soots@k12.wa.us

Sign up for newsletter

mailto:barbara.soots@k12.wa.us?subject=OER%20Inquiry
http://www.k12.wa.us/oer/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAOSPI/subscriber/new
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