
Definitions of OER

Teaching, learning, and research resources that reside in the public
domain or have been released under an intellectual property license that
permits their free use and re-purposing by others.*

What is OER?

Learning, teaching, and research materials in any format and medium
that reside in the public domain or are under copyright that have been
released under an open license, that permit no-cost access, re-use, re-
purpose, adaptation, and redistribution by others.*

Includes full courses, course materials, modules, textbooks,
streaming videos, tests, software, and any other tools used to
support access to knowledge; digital or non-digital.

Available from anywhere and not
restricted by access to school or college;
is accessible and affordable to all.

* Creative Commons

*UNESCO, 2019

OER stands for Open Educational Resources

Sharing resources among teachers has always been a common practice, but mass computing has
made it easier than ever.

The open source software movement also contributed to the concept of digital sharing. Open licenses
 (e.g. Creative Commons) added more momentum to OER.

In 2002 UNESCO made the first definition of OER.

History of OER

The Annora Brown Art, Life, and Legacy Education Project acknowledges that we are gathered on the lands of the Niitsitapi (Blackfoot) people of the Canadian Plains
and we pay respect to the Niitsitapi people past, present and future while recognizing their cultural heritage, beliefs and relationship to the land. This area is also home
to the Metis Nation of Alberta, Region III.

The Annora Brown Art, Life, and Legacy Education Project is supported in part by funding from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council.

The background painting Bear Grass by Annora Brown is subject to copyright by owner LInda Mackenzie and the background image cannot be re-used.
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